
A recent study released by the Jordan Media Institute (JMI) on monitoring the coverage of human rights violations in 
Jordanian media revealed that the two topics that gained the largest coverage in Jordanian press were victims of politi-
cal, sectarian and ethnic conflicts in the region and the world, in addition to the public services in Jordan including 
health, education, infrastructure and other sectors.

The study was prepared by JMI as part of the project 
“Expanding Public Dialogue on Human Rights Issues 
Through Media”, which is implemented in coordination 
with the Canadian media development organization Journalists for Human Rights (JHR). It covered the period from 
December 5th 2013 to January 5th 2014, and  monitored 8 media outlets, 4 of which were printed press (Al-Rai News-
paper, Ad-Dustour Newspaper, Al-Ghad Newspaper and Assabeel Newspaper), and the rest were electronic websites 
(Ammon, Khaberni, JO24, Ain news). The study will be conducted again later this year for comparison purposes.

According to the study, the topic “marginalized groups” 
came first in the printed press’s list of topics. It displayed 
the violations in news coverage pertaining to victims of 
conflict, children with disabilities and remote and less 
developed areas. In the case of electronic news websites, 
the topic of “public services” ranked first on their list, and 

“marginalized groups” came in second.

As for the other topics that were covered, the study showed they received similar amounts of coverage in printed press 
and news websites. Violations related to judiciary and justice came third on the list, followed by civil and political 
rights. Women issues ranked fifth place, refugees issues sixth and freedom of the press seventh. Violations relating to 
citizenship, nationality and minority rights gained the lowest interest.

The study also showed lack of commitment to professional standards in many aspects of media coverage, such as neu-
trality. The results revealed that 78% of the stories reported included one or more indicators of bias. It also detected a 
tendency to add sensationalism when covering news related to violence.

The study recommended building journalists’ capacities in covering human rights issues, and training them on produc-
ing content that discusses the core issues of society.  

It also mentioned the importance of including the relevant local and international laws and regulations when covering 
human rights issues related to violated rights and the parties responsible for protecting these rights with the object of 
increasing public awareness.
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Bahraini Information Minister Delivers a Lecture at JMI

The Minister of State for Information Affairs and the Official Government Spokesperson of  the Kingdom of Bahrain, Samira Ibrahim bin 

Rajab, said that Bahrain survived the attempts of spreading political and sectarian conflicts that were caused by radical groups, referring to 

the efforts made by the Bahraini leadership to enhance security, internal dialogue as well as building State institutions.

During her lecture titled “The Current Affairs in Bahrain and the Gulf Region” at JMI on April 1st 2014, bin Rajab emphasized the deep 

relations between Bahrain and Jordan which are represented in mutual cooperation and exchange of experiences in various fields, espe-

cially in the media sector. She pointed out that her visit to Jordan came within the context of strengthening cooperation between the two 

kingdoms.

She explained that Bahrain is witnessing a significant change in its reform project, represented in establishing institutions that apply de-

mocracy and the rule of law. She also reviewed the efforts made by the leadership in Bahrain to hold a comprehensive dialogue with all the 

political players, and discussed the turning points in the current state of affairs and the ensuing results, noting that constitutional amend-

ments were made by the Kingdom of Bahrain.

She also added that the protests witnessed in Bahrain during the last three years were led by radical groups with systematic agendas that 

aim to falsely depict the security situation in Bahrain as difficult and unstable: “life in Bahrain is extremely normal, and terrorists are being 

confronted by law”, she said.

At the end of the lecture, which was attended by Bahrain’s Ambassador to Jordan, Nasser bin Rashid Al-Kaabi, as well as representatives 

of media institutions, bin Rajab answered some questions and inquiries revolving around current affairs in Bahrain and the Gulf region.

Bahraini Information Minister, Samira bin Rajab, emphasizing the deep relations between Bahrain and Jordan during her lecture at JMI.
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JMI Exchanges Lectures via Internet Video

JMI offers elective courses via internet video in collaboration with 
universities outside Jordan. This year, JMI’s Master’s students par-
ticipated in a collaborative learning experience under the title “Inter-
national Communication” with Marquette University in the United 
States and Rafik Hariri University in Lebanon. The students from 
the three countries connected online and discussed assignments in 
real time. 

The main goal of this collaborative experience was to utilize the 
latest online technologies to build bridges between students across 
continents in an academic setting. Upon successful completion of 
this course, the students received a joint certificate from JMI and 

Marquette University.

The one-semester course took a closer look at international news 
and its influence on global dialogue in a variety of platforms. The 
students also studied how these news stories were received by Arab 
and American audiences, their relation to ideologies and policies as 
well as their impact on the recipient.

Collaborating faculty from the three institutes in this new learning 
experience were:  James Scotton from Marquette University, Sandra 
Whitehead from Rafik Hariri University and Dunia Kamal from Jor-
dan Media Institute.

Croatian Ambassador to the United Kingdom Delivers a Lecture at JMI

“The development in journalism and media today has created a new 
culture that requires speed in getting solutions as well as information 
from decision-makers”, said Dr. Ivan Grdesic, Ambassador of Croa-
tia to the United Kingdom and Northern Ireland, during a lecture at 
JMI titled “Diplomacy and Social Media” on April 22nd 2014.

Grdesic highlighted the stages and developments traditional diplo-
macy went through, and how it was influenced by several factors 
including globalization, content expansion and the massive devel-
opment in communication and technology. “This has presented the 
diplomatic profession worldwide with great challenges and placed a 
lot of pressures on it”, added Grdesic.

He explained that there is no place for secrecy in our era, as globali-
zation has turned the world into a global village, where all countries 
are involved in local and international issues through meetings, sum-
mit negotiations and dialogue tables.  

He also pointed out that the diplomatic profession is subject to trans-
parency and  accountability, in light of the great developments in the 
field of journalism and media.

Regarding the E-government project, he explained that Croatia has 
recently moved from the preliminary phase of giving out informa-
tion, to the more advanced stage of receiving information, comments 
and opinions through social media. He expressed a hope that all 
countries will work towards achieving mutual interaction between 
the government and citizens electronically.

In response to a question by a student concerning Muslims in Croa-
tia, Grdesic replied that Croatian Muslims are an integral part of the 
society, and enjoy all their rights and freedoms as Croatian citizens 
including the freedom of religion.

JMI students interacting with their colleagues from Marquette University and Rafik Hariri University via internet video.

Croatian Ambassador to the UK, Ivan Grdesic talking to the students in JMI 
newsroom about diplomacy and social media challenges.
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JMI and the Canadian media development organiza-

tion Journalists for Human Rights (JHR) in cooperation 

with Community Media Network (CMN) organized two 

training workshops titled “Covering Human Rights Is-

sues Using Data Journalism”, during the period 19 – 24th 

of April 2014. The two workshops came as part of the 

project “Expanding Public Dialogue on Human Rights 

Issues Through Media”.

The workshops aimed to introduce participants to the 

concept of data journalism, its importance, as well as 

training them on data collection skills from various 

resources. They also covered how to use data analysis 

tools to create stories on human rights issues based on 

the collected data.

The first workshop, which lasted 3 days, targeted 20 media and journalism students from different Jordanian universities including Zarqa 

Private University, Jadara University, Yarmouk University, Middle East University and the University of Jordan. The second 4-day work-

shop targeted 17 journalists from printed press and electronic websites.

Data journalism is a type of  journalism that studies a set of available statistical data,  and analyzes it to create new stories. It is also known 

as precision journalism for its reliance on clear, specific and mainly official data.

Dr. Bassim Tweissi, JMI’s Dean, explained that human rights have become a requirement and not a luxury, adding that media coverage on 

human rights issues is not sufficient, according to a study conducted by the Institute. He also pointed to the importance of digital data and 

its relation to human rights, where data is converted to information and knowledge revolving around human rights issues, thus spreading 

awareness on these issues.

“There is a great interest in this type of journalism, because of the global trend towards transparency and accountability”, said trainer Ehab 

Zelaky, Egyptian journalist and Managing Editor at Almasry Alyoum Newspaper. He added that governments started publishing full data-

bases, which were not easily available in the past.

The workshops included practical applications that discussed a variety of topics related to human rights, such as studying the state’s ex-

penditures on health and education sectors, and their impact on the citizen’s health and education levels. The participants also learnt how 

to employ infographics in their stories by using tools and techniques provided by specialized and free websites. 

JMI Organizes Two Training Workshops on Data Journalism

Participants in data journalism workshop listening to trainer Ehab Zelaky explaining the 
importance of data journalism and employing infographics in their stories.
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JMI Organizes Three Workshops on Radio and Television Skills and Techniques

JMI organized three training workshops on radio and televi-

sion skills and techniques which brought together 42 Libyan 

trainees from different audio-visual and electronic media 

outlets. The two-week training programme which was held 

between April 21st and May 1st 2014, included intensive theo-

retical and practical exercises, in addition to field visits to gain 

practical experience on the ground.

The first workshop conducted by Dr. Hani Al Badri and titled  

“Preparing and Presenting Television Programmes and Photo 

Caption Writing Skills” aimed at introducing the aspects of 

television production, professional writing, news editing and 

preparing news releases. Dr.Al Badri talked extensively about 

the importance of conducting research, studies and surveys 

when preparing for this kind of programmes. The training also 

included practical exercises on talk shows, news programmes 

and television interviews that were held in JMI’s studios.

The 2nd workshop titled “Radio and Television Techniques” 

aimed at training the participants on the techniques of radio 

and television both theoretically and practically to expand 

their knowledge in those fields. Conducted by engineer Su-

fian Al Nabulsi, the workshop discussed work techniques and 

studio equipment and devices as well as performing practical 

exercises at JMI, Jordan Media City and Sawt Al Madenah 

Radio.

In the “Camera Operating and TV Directing Skills” workshop, 

trainer Ahmad Kalimat outlined the new techniques of video 

shooting and its characteristics. The participants engaged in 

practical exercises and produced field reports that were car-

ried out at different locations in  Amman. In  addition, exten-

sive lectures were given on lighting, video editing and produc-

tion techniques.

Dr. Al Badri explaining about television production and news releases at JMI 
highly equipped TV studio.

Participants with trainer Ahmad Kalimat being trained on studio directing skills 
at Roya TV.

Three Libyan participants engaged in field practical exercises at JMI premises.
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JMI Organizes a Cross-Cultural Joint Activity with Coventry University

JMI hosted a group of 14 students from Coventry University (UK) in a cultural exchange activity. The joint activity, organized by JMI on April 
14th 2014, aimed to exchange experiences and knowledge between JMI’s Master’s students and Coventry students through open dialogues and 
panel discussions.

The one-day programme, which came as part of Coventry students’ participation in the “Majid AlSadi Changing Lives” programme, included 
sharing ideas between the students relating to similar experiences in Jordan and the UK.

The students discussed the issue of gender equality versus gender fairness, taking into account all related aspects affecting their personal and 
professional lives.

The Syrian refugees’ situation in Jordan was another topic of interest due to the huge impact this crisis has on the economic situation in Jordan 
and the region, in addition to its social and environmental implications, including natural resources, water, infrastructure, education and local 
communities.

In addition, the students conducted a comparison between the educational system in Jordan and the United Kingdom, as well as a brainstorming 
session about how to improve the educational system in Jordan with the available resources.

At the end, the students displayed the results and recommendations they reached during this cultural exchange activity. They also suggested 
some future networking activities for exchanging experiences and offering possible opportunities and exploring mutual interests.

This activity came in line with JMI’s academic goals in providing opportunities for exposure and cross cultural interaction to its Master’s 
students in Journalism and New Media, aiming to develop their skills as future journalists.

After a long and active cross-cultural day, JMI Master’s students and Coventry students expressing satisfaction with such joint activities.
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Alumni Testimonials

Ramy is a Program Director at Jordan TV since 2009 working on news and commercial 
content. He produced a documentary about Palestinian’s right of return in Jordan via a 
compelling visual story of a refugee in the Baqaa camp north of Amman.

“Among the contributions to developing my work was living through a new experience 
producing journalism field reports independently. The feedback that faculty members gave 
further enriched this experience”

Salma is a Program Producer and Presenter at Jordan TV

“When I joined the institute, I had worked as a journalist in the field for 13 years, but my 
study at JMI allowed me to work on both the academic and the practical sides of journal-
ism. Today, I walk on solid ground in this field and I know the professional parameters of 
the job”

Ramy Al Masri

Salma Hussain Sabri 

May  Calendar

World Press Freedom Day 2014 Celebration at JMI.

JMI organizes a training workshop on covering human rights issues using data journalism.

A military delegation from the United Arab Emirates visits JMI.

Students from the University of Utah visit JMI in coordination with University of Petra language center.

JMI organizes an academic trip to Norway for the Masters’ students.

Beginning of the third semester of the academic year 2013/2014.

4 MAy 2014

13-15 MAy 2014

13 MAy 2014

15 MAy 2014

15-24 MAy 2014

26 MAy 2014
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