
Princess Rym Ali, founder of the Jordan Media Institute 
(JMI), delivered an opening speech at the 9th annual WAN-
IFRA Middle East Conference which was organized in 
Dubai by the World Association of Newspapers and News 
Publishers.

The opening was attended by a large number of press and 
media leaders in the Arab region and the world, in addition 
to a crowd of those interested in media affairs.  

“Whether we like it or not, journalists today play a simi-
lar role in our societies to that of educators”, said Princess 
Rym Ali in the opening speech.

She stressed that the changes toward political and social re-
form are intimately linked to the media and to its ability to 
inform citizens and involve them in the public sphere. “In 
other words, there can be no proper reform without media 
reform”, she added.

During the two-day conference which was held under the title “The Future Starts Today”, Princess Rym said that the 
development in media landscape is on a fast track, creating a space for freedom of expression. She urged the partici-
pants to focus on several important issues, including accuracy and professionalism, to assist traditional media to carry 
on with the highest ethical and humanitarian standards.

Princess Rym highlighted how essential it is for our journalists to be grounded in human values, and noted the impor-
tance of competing with  social media by offering professional journalism, accuracy and a degree of specialization. 
She pointed out that the Jordan Media Institute (JMI), a non-profit educational institution in the field of journalism 
education, strives to blend modern technology with traditional journalistic skills, offering practical assignments as well 
as cultural studies, and all that in the Arabic language.

“It is our hope that journalists who graduate from JMI are equipped to face the challenges brought by the current transi-
tions that our societies are facing”, she said.

At the end of her speech, Princess Rym hoped that, in time, all journalists in the Arab region would be able to work 
in a gradually more enabling environment, where their only remaining fears would be being inaccurate, unethical or 
unprofessional.
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JMI Announces 50 Scholarships for the Master’s Programme

The Jordan Media Institute (JMI) announced the start of the Master’s 

programme admission process for the academic year 2014-2015. The 

Master’s degree in Journalism and New Media is awarded jointly by 

JMI and the University of Jordan. Applicants can hand in their appli-

cation forms by visiting the Institute, or submit the form electronically 

through the online application process on JMI’s website (www.jmi.

edu.jo). JMI will offer 50 scholarships this year, both full and partial.

Dr. Bassim Tweissi, JMI’s Dean, explained that as of the beginning 

of the year 2014-2015, the Master’s programme will be available for 

the first time in two tracks; the first is the comprehensive exam track 

which focuses on graduating professional journalists equipped with 

advanced skills, specifically in the field of digital media, while the 

second is the thesis track which focuses on academic research, and 

qualifies the graduate as a professional journalist.

The programme applies advanced quality standards in journalism ed-

ucation, and balances between theory and practice, besides its integra-

tion of communication technology and digital applications. JMI is the 

first educational institution in the Arab world to develop a journalism 

educational curriculum through making use of digital environment 

elements, in addition to focusing on building a solid foundation of 

knowledge and culture among the students.

Dr. Tweissi added that the programme roster along with the guest lec-

tures series by which JMI hosts distinguished guest speakers from all 

over the world, provide great opportunities for students to learn and 

explore new horizons. He added that students are given the opportu-

nity to travel outside Jordan to visit international media organizations. 

For example, a study trip to Norway is being organized this year, and 

another to media institutions in Sweden, in addition to a trip to the 

Media and Digital Literacy Academy at the American University in 

Beirut.

Dr. Tweissi urged journalists and graduates who are interested in 

working in the field of media to benefit from this opportunity by ap-

plying and competing for a scholarship. 
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Launching “Expanding Public Dialogue on Human Rights Issues” Project

Journalists for Human Rights (JHR) in collaboration with the Jordan 

Media Institute (JMI) announced the start of a new project titled “Ex-

panding Public Dialogue on Human Rights Issues” based in Amman.

The project, which is supported by US Middle East Partnership Ini-

tiative (MEPI), aims to expand citizen and state dialogue on human 

rights, gender and freedom of expression through strengthened media 

in the MENA region. It will mentor and train journalists, journalism 

students and representatives from Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) 

on the power of data to help make this dialogue more effective and 

informed.

Designed and managed by JHR, Canada’s leading media develop-

ment organization, and implemented by JMI, the two-year project will 

engage two more local partners: Community Media Network (CMN), 

a media and community radio organization and the Center for De-

fending Freedom of Journalists (CDFJ), a regional press freedom or-

ganization based in Amman.

At the core of the project is the use of data journalism tools to run 

major investigations on human rights issues. This initiative will be 

supported by the use of a citizen reporting crowd-sourcing tool devel-

oped by CMN – the first in the Arab world – which will help a more 

informed and participatory public dialogue on these issues. CMN will 

publish the findings of these investigations in reports.

“Data journalism helps tell compelling stories through the power of 

data. This project will support journalists doing that through training 

and tools that will help them in several ways,  including tracking more 

closely a breaking story and reaching out to the public through doing 

snap polls, gauging civil society’s mood about key issues”, explained 

Ms. Rachel Pulfer, executive director of JHR. 

On the research and training side, “the project  will develop curricula 

to increase data-driven reporting on human rights, as well as monitor-

ing media coverage of human rights issues”, said Dr. Bassim Tweissi, 

the dean of JMI. 

JMI Organizes Two Training Workshops in Irbid and Karak

The Jordan Media Institute organized the second and third training 

workshops under the title “Reporting Human Rights Violations” in 

Irbid and Karak. The workshops came as part of the activities or-

ganized in the context of the project “Uncovering Human Rights 

Violations Through Media” sponsored by the Australian Agency 

for International Development AusAID, and in cooperation with the 

Australian Embassy in Amman.

The workshops focused on the role of journalism and journalists in 

covering human rights issues, as well as building their capabilities in 

this field. The workshop that was held in Karak highlighted two main 

topics; the street protests in Jordan and freedom of expression as ex-

amples on covering human rights cases. As for the one held in Irbid, 

it focused on child labor and human trafficking cases.

Each workshop targeted 15 journalists from the northern and southern 

provinces who work in different media institutions.

The workshops discussed the legal aspects and the laws related to 

covering human rights issues such as protests, freedom of expression, 

peaceful assembly, demonstration, child labor and human trafficking. 

They also included several practical exercises in addition to creating 

story frameworks.

“Organizing training workshops in the southern and northern prov-

inces in Jordan is a groundbreaking step, as these areas have an enor-

mous number of important and neglected stories to be reported”, said 

trainer Saddam Abu Azzam from the National Centre for Human 

Rights.
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A workshop titled “Covering Human Rights Issues Using Data Journalism” was organized at the Jordan Media Institute as part of the 

project “Expanding Public Dialogue on Human Rights Issues” , which is implemented in cooperation with “Journalists for Human 

Rights” (JHR), Canada’s leading media development organization.

The workshop aims to introduce the participants to the importance and power of data journalism, as well as developing their skills 

in writing stories revolving around human rights issues using data journalism.

Data journalism is the ability to understand, analyze and convert digital data into visible forms of information to achieve effective 

communication with the reader or viewer. It is considered one of the clearest and truest kinds of journalism, as it deals with the data 

available to the members of the public, who do not have enough time to perform the analysis.

The 4-day workshop targeted 14 journalists from printed press and electronic websites. It also engaged a number of trainers includ-

ing lecturer Ayman Salah from Cairo University, Faculty of Mass Communication; lawyer Saddam Abu Azzam; Ms. Lina Ejeilat, 

faculty member at JMI and co-founder and Editor of 7iber.com website in addition to trainer Thamer Awaysheh, a specialist in the 

field of linking information technology with media, as well as Mr. Ramy Kandil, Public Relations Executive for the MENA region 

at Google.

The workshop sessions covered several topics including media techniques in covering human rights issues, skills of collecting and 

analyzing data and statistics and finding news story ideas by using numbers. The participants also discussed the use of some tools 

and techniques, such as inforgraphics, to visually display a story, in addition to using free websites to simplify the story, and make 

it more attractive to the recipient (reader).

“Data journalism goes beyond the use of traditional journalism tools to include social media and electronic websites. It basically 

translates numbers into information to attract the user, and uses a variety of tools to convey the message and show the truth that is 

originally built on numbers”, said Mr. Ayman Salah. “A smart journalist is the one who can convert numbers into useful information 

that is easy to digest”, he added.

“Data Journalism” Workshop at JMI
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The Jordan Media Institute (JMI) launched a new website called 
“Sahafiyoun” (www.jmijournalists.com). The website is a platform 
where JMI’s Master’s students can publish their work and disseminate 
some educational material, as well as news articles of interest to those 
in the field of communication, media and journalism.

Dr. Bassim Tweissi, JMI’s Dean, explained that the website was pro-
grammed and designed using advanced technology which enables stu-
dents to display their media productions, both print and broadcast, on 
the website. In addition, the website provides an opportunity for jour-
nalists to benefit from the editorial  path embraced by JMI in teach-
ing professional journalism, which is based on combining journalism 
basics with the new values of editing and covering news.

The website consists of a group of sections and pages, such as “the 
Square”, displaying reports, news and stories prepared and edited by 
JMI’s students. Under “the Square”, readers can check the local pub-
lications, public policy affairs, humanitarian concerns and specialized 
coverage. As for “What’s New in Media” section, “Sahafiyoun” pro-
vides continuous follow up on new media affairs, locally, regionally 
and internationally, by covering technological, professional and me-
dia freedom aspects.

“Best Practices” page displays samples of the best international, re-
gional and local journalistic practices. It also provides briefs about 
new developments in journalism education, in addition to keeping 
track of the latest international press publications. On the other hand, 
“What’s on Tomorrow” corner aims at developing the students’ abili-
ties in writing futuristic stories and events.

JMI Launches “Sahafiyoun” Website

JMI Mourns Dr. Hossein Shahidi

It is with great sorrow that the Jordan Media Institute mourns the passing of one of 
its former faculty members. Dr. Hossein Shahidi passed away in a London hospital 
after spending his life working towards and promoting the concept of a free and 
independent media.

Dr. Shahidi held the position of Assistant Professor at JMI during the years 2009 to 
2012 where he taught and trained several generations of Jordanian and Arab journal-
ists and media professionals.He held a Doctorate of Philosophy focusing on profes-
sional journalism from Oxford University, and worked in several academic insti-
tutions such as the American universities in Beirut and Kuwait in addition to the 
Lebanese American University.  Dr. Shahidi also worked with the BBC in London.

Dr. Shahidi was a great educator, and he will surely be missed and remembered by all 
those who knew and worked with him.  May he rest in peace.
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Alumni Testimonials

Farah joined the Amman based Al-Arab Al-Yawm newspaper as a reporter upon gradu-
ation from the Jordan Media Institute back in 2013. Ms. Maraqa interned at Women’s 
eNews in New York City for two months via JMI’s internship program. She is also a re-
porter for the London based Rai al-Youm news portal from Jordan.

“I could not have realized the amount of professional know how I gained through JMI’s in-
ternship programme until I went back to working in the field. When you have the ability and 
knowledge to treat the same topic in a variety of ways, and can use multiple tools, that surely 
means that you studied at the Jordan Media Institute”.

Diala graduated from JMI in 2011. She interned at Agence France-Presse (AFP) head-
quarters in Paris via JMI’s internship program upon graduation. She’s currently a free-
lance journalist based in Sydney, Australia.

“The experience of studying at JMI was so unique. It made me change the way I think and 
look at things, and I started double checking what I see and hear, after learning that not 
everything you see and hear is necessarily true. I can’t deny that we passed through hard 
times during our studies, but that was actually a very small example of what journalism is in 
real life”.

Farah Maraqa

Diala Al Azzeh

Strategic Communication and Media Relations Workshop

The Jordan Media Institute (JMI) organized a training workshop titled “An Introduction to 
Strategic Communication and Media Relations” in cooperation with the Center for Defending 
Freedom of Journalists (CDFJ). This workshop came as part of the project “Expanding Public 
Dialogue on Human Rights Issues through Media”. 

The workshop aims to introduce participants to the concepts of communication and its tools, the 
important role of media in Civil Society Organizations (CSOs), as well as the principles of ef-
fective media relations. Training sessions also discussed planning basics for dealing with media.

The 3-day workshop was attended by ten participants from seven local CSOs that deal with hu-
man rights issues. The participants, who were trained by Fateh Mansour, Programme Manager 
at CDFJ, discussed on the last day the types of media activities, in addition to media and CSOs 
relationship challenges. The project includes a follow-up and supervision plan for trainees at 
their institutions to set up a media plan that suits the needs of each institution in order to enhance 
its communication with the media.

The project, which was launched by the Canadian organization “Journalists for Human Rights” (JHR) in partnership with JMI and local part-
ners, aims to expand citizen and state dialogue on human rights, gender and freedom of expression through strengthened media in the MENA 
region. It will mentor and train journalists, journalism students and representatives from CSOs on the power of data to help make this dialogue 
more effective and informed.
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April Calendar

Bahraini Information Minister visits JMI and delivers a lecture titled “The Current Affairs in 
Bahrain and the Gulf Region”.

Students from the University of Jordan Visit JMI.

JMI hosts a group of students from Coventry University (UK), who will meet JMI’s Master’s 
students to hold panel discussions on topics relating to current issues in Jordan and the region.

JMI organizes a training workshop on covering human rights issues using data journalism for 
university students.

Journalist and author Barbara Nimri visits JMI and delivers a lecture titled “What’s Left for 
Radio Journalism in Today’s Multi-Media World?”.

JMI organizes a training workshop on covering human rights issues using data journalism 
targeting journalists.

Ambassador of Croatia in the United Kingdom, Dr. Ivan Grdesic, visits JMI and delivers a 
lecture on diplomacy and social media.

APRIL 1ST 2014

8 APRIL 2014

14 APRIL 2014

19-21 APRIL 2014

20 APRIL 2014

21-24 APRIL 2014

22 APRIL 2014
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